272               ONE THOUSAND  FAMOUS THINGS
Blessed Are They
The chief foundation-stone of our English language is the Bible. This is
how it has grown up, shown in one of its noblest passages as written by John
Wycliffe, as improved by William Tyndale, and as perfected by the forty-
nine translators in the Jerusalem Chamber at Westminster.
BLESSID be pore men in spirit, for the kyngdom of heuenes is
hern.
Blessid be mylde men, for thei schulen weeld the erthe.
Blessid be thei that mournen, for thei schulen be counfortid.
Blessid be thei that hungren and thirsten rightewisnesse, for
thei schulen be fulfillid.
Blessid ben merciful men, for thei schulen gete merci.
Blessid ben thei that ben of clene herte, for thei schulen se
god.
Blessid be pesible men, for thei schulen be cleped goddis
children.
Blessid ben thei that suffren persicusioun for rightewisnesse9
for the kyngdom of heuenis is "hern.
Wycliffe's Bible, about 1382
TJLESSED are the povre in sprete, for theirs is the kyngdome of
D   heven.
Blessed are they that morne, for they shalbe conforted.
Blessed are the meke, for they shall inherit the erth.
Blessed are they which honger and thurst for rightewesnes?
for they shalbe filled.
Blessed are the mercifull, for they shall obteyne mercy.
Blessed are the pure in herte, for they shall se God.
Blessed  are the  peacemakers,  for they  shalbe called the
chyldren of God.
Blessed  are they which suffre persecucion for rightewesnes
sake, for theirs ys the kyngdome of heuen.
Tyndale's Testament, 1535
BLESSED are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteous-
ness, for they shall be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the
children of God.
Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness* sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Authorised Version, 1612